
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H8887 December 6, 2006 
helpful. That would be a first start, and 
we hope that that happens. 

So we now have an obligation to fol-
low one conclusion of this, and the first 
phase of this report, if I can in conclu-
sion read, ‘‘Current U.S. policy is not 
working.’’ That is the most powerful 
statement in the whole report. And we 
need radical changes, the ‘‘radical 
changes’’ is my language, not the re-
port. 

Quoting the report, ‘‘Current U.S. 
policy is not working as the level of vi-
olence in Iraq is rising and the govern-
ment is not advancing reconciliation. 
Making no changes in policy would 
simply delay the day of reckoning at a 
high cost. Nearly 100 Americans are 
dying every month. The United States 
is spending $2 billion a week. Our abil-
ity to respond to other international 
crises is constrained. The majority of 
the American people are soured on the 
war. The level of expense is not sus-
tainable over an extended period, espe-
cially when progress is not being made. 
The longer the United States remains 
in Iraq without progress, the resent-
ment will grow among Iraqis who be-
lieve they are subjects of a repressive 
American occupation.’’ 

We need a change, and we need it 
now, and we cannot dither or dally or 
wait or have debates amongst our-
selves. We have to take action now. 
And I hope my colleagues will join me 
in a willingness to do that. 

That will be difficult. While we have 
troops in the field, it is always difficult 
to talk about the mission. But I am 
here tonight, proud of my neighbor’s 
son who is tonight in Baghdad. I am 
proud of the mission he has done and is 
doing, and I am caring about he and his 
1-year-old son. 

I believe the U.S. Congress owes an 
obligation to him and his own to insist 
that this President come to grips with 
the reality of Iraq, send a message that 
our troops are coming home; that this 
is something the Iraqis have to deal 
with quickly because they are going to 
be on their own. We can no longer keep 
training wheels forever on Iraq at the 
expense of our sons and daughters. 

That statement, I believe, in the long 
run will be best, with the least possible 
damage to all concerned. And I don’t 
offer a panacea. I don’t offer a silver 
wand in Iraq. But I can say that the 
current situation is not acceptable, and 
we will change it one way or another, 
and the sooner the better. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. OSBORNE (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for December 5 after 2:00 p.m. 
on account of personal reasons. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. KAPTUR) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mrs. MCCARTHY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, for 

5 minutes, today. 
Mr. UDALL of New Mexico, for 5 min-

utes, today. 
Mr. RANGEL, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Ms. FOXX) to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material:) 

Mr. KUHL of New York, for 5 minutes, 
today. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia, for 5 minutes, 
December 7 and 8. 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska, for 5 minutes, 
today. 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida, 
for 5 minutes, today. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, for 5 minutes, 
today. 

Mr. CASTLE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. WALSH, for 5 minutes, today. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 4050. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
103 East Thompson Street in Thomaston, 
Georgia, as the ‘‘Sergeant First Class Robert 
Lee ‘Bobby’ Hollar, Jr. Post Office Build-
ing’’; to the Committee on Government Re-
form. 

f 

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on December 5, 2006, she pre-
sented to the President of the United 
States, for his approval, the following 
bills. 

H.R. 3699. To provide for the sale, acquisi-
tion, conveyance, and exchange of certain 
real property in the District of Columbia to 
facilitate the utilization, development, and 
redevelopment of such property, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 4377. To extend the time required for 
construction of a hydroelectric project, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 59 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, December 7, 2006, at 
10 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

10434. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Designation 
of Critical Habitat for the Fender’s blue but-
terfly (Icaricia icarioides federi), Lupinus 
sulphureus ssp. kincaidii (Kincaid’s lupine), 
and Erigeron decumbens var. decumbens 
(Willamette daisy) (RIN: 1018-AT91) received 
November 28, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Resources. 

10435. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Designation 
of Critical Habitat for Astragalus brauntonii 
and Pentachaeta lyonii (RIN: 1018-AU51) re-
ceived November 28, 2006, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Re-
sources. 

10436. A letter from the Chairman, Na-
tional Indian Gaming Commission, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Minimum Internal 
Control Standards (RIN: 3141-AA27) received 
November 27, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Resources. 

10437. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the Carib-
bean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 
Gulf of Mexico Recreational Grouper Fishery 
Management Measures [Docket No. 060322083- 
6288-03; I.D. 032006C] (RIN: 0648-AU04) re-
ceived November 29, 2006, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Re-
sources. 

10438. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule — 
Fisheries off West Coast States; Pacific 
Coast Groundfish Pacific Coast Groundfish 
Fishery; End of the Pacific Whiting Primary 
Season for the Catcher-processor Sector 
[Docket No. 051014263-6028-03; I.D. 110706A] re-
ceived November 29, 2006, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Re-
sources. 

10439. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the Exclu-
sive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Allocating 
Gulf of Alaska Fishery Resources [Docket 
No. 060511126-6285-02; I.D. 050306E] (RIN: 0648- 
AT71) received November 29, 2006, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Resources. 

10440. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries Off West 
Coast States; Pacific Coast Groundfish Fish-
ery; Amendment 18 [Docket No. 060609159- 
6272-02; I.D. 060606A] (RIN: 0648-AU12) re-
ceived November 29, 2006, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Re-
sources. 

10441. A letter from the Chief, Trade & 
Commercial Regulations Branch, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Extension of 
Import Restrictions Imposed on Archae-
ological and Ethnological Material from Bo-
livia [CBP Dec. 06026] (RIN: 1505-AB74) re-
ceived November 29, 2006, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

10442. A letter from the Acting Director, 
Regulations & Rulings Div., Department of 
the Treasury, transmitting the Department’s 
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